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Dear friends in Christ across our Circuit, 

This Christmas, as we gather around manger scenes  

and candlelight, we are reminded that you are a gift 
made with love. In a world weary from wars, climate 
anxieties, cost-of-living struggles, and digital distraction, 
the message of Christmas calls us to rediscover the 
divine gift of life, love, and hope born in Christ.  

As I ponder this year’s theme, “Gifted” You Are a Gift 
Made with Love, three aspects of God’s gift come to my 
mind God’s gift among us, God’s gift within us, and 
God’s gift through us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. God’s Gift Among Us (God’s presence) In a world obsessed with online 
presence, God offers something deeper, divine presence. We can be connected to 
thousands and yet feel unseen. At Christmas, God logs in to humanity not through a 
post or a platform, but through a person, Jesus. The manger becomes the world’s 
first message of love that doesn’t fade after 24 hours. Wherever you are, God is with 
you, present not on a screen but in spirit, community, and care “In the Word made 
flesh, God dwelt among us” (John 1:14). The miracle of Christmas is not distant glory, 
but divine nearness. In Jesus, God steps into our human story, into cold stables, 
crowded streets, and anxious hearts. I am aware many among us face, loneliness or 
uncertainty this winter, we are reminded that God is with us: Emmanuel in every act 
of care, Emmanuel in every shared meal, Emmanuel in every prayer whispered in the 
dark or daylight. 

Continued/... 



 

2. God’s Gift Within Us (God’s Peace) Our timelines are filled with conflict, 
comparison, and constant noise. Yet the angels still sing: “Peace on earth.” Christ 
offers inner stillness that no app can provide a peace that restores our balance when 
the world feels out of sync. This Christmas, pause the endless notifications and listen 
for God’s gentle whisper of peace within. In a world fractured by conflict, division, 
and economic strain, Christ’s birth proclaims peace that surpasses understanding. 
True peace is not escape from hardship but grace within it. As followers of Jesus, we 
are called to be peacemakers, offering kindness in tension, patience in difference, and 
light where fear takes root. 

 

3. God’s Gift Through Us (God’s Purpose) Each of us is uniquely gifted to reflect 
God’s love. Whether through worship, hospitality, advocacy, or care for creation, the 
Spirit empowers us to share the gift we have received. This Christmas, let our 
churches be living mangers, places where Christ’s love takes flesh again. As we live in 
a culture of creating, sharing, and influencing but real purpose isn’t measured in 
followers. It’s found in faithfulness. You are gifted by God to make a difference 
through compassion, justice, and care for creation. Let your life be a living message 
that goes viral with grace and love. May the Christ who came as the greatest Gift 
bless you this Christmas with His Presence, Peace, and Purpose and remind you: you 
are God’s gift, made with love. Let me take this opportunity, on behalf of the Circuit 
Staff Team, to wish you and yours a very Happy Christmas and a blessed New Year. 
May the light of Christ guide your path, fill your homes with joy, and strengthen our 
shared witness in the year ahead. 

 

 

With every blessing, 

Rev. Asif Karam 

Superintendent Minister, Chelmsford Methodist Circuit 



On the weekend 3rd-5th October I had an 
amazing experience being part of the 
delivery team at 3 Generate 2025, at the 
NEC in Birmingham. This is the annual 
gathering for children and young people in 
the Methodist Church and groups travel 
from across the country to share together a 
fabulous weekend worshipping and 
exploring their faith together. The theme 
this year was “The journey of a lifetime” 
and it was incredible seeing over 1500 
young people singing their hearts out in 
praise of God. 

 

I was invited to deliver some activities for 
the 4-7 age group. The younger children 
come for the day on Saturday and take part 
in activities ranging from a climbing wall to 
role play, arts and crafts, a planetarium and 
a silent disco. This year, the question we 
were exploring together was “I wonder 
what God is like?” and I was asked to bring 
some science-based activities to help 
children find out what God is like in 
creation. We covered a whole variety of 
activities from microscopes looking at the 
tiny, to making pictures of star 
constellations from the night sky. The 
children also had the chance to do some 
real science experiments looking at colours 
in creation using simple chromatography 
and pH testing. 
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3 Generate 2025, at the  

NEC in Birmingham 



It was a real privilege to serve God in 
this way, using my science gifts to 
explore the different ways that we can 
all find God when exploring the world 
around us. I also did my demonstration 
of lots of different bubbles, thinking 
about how God might be like a bubble… 
we even had giant bubbles which the 
children were able to stand inside and 
be surrounded by! 

 

My hope is that for 3 Generate 2026 the 
circuit will be able to take a group of our 
children to enjoy this incredible 
experience and to see that the 
Methodist Church is very much alive 
and has a future full of hope. 

 

Rev Dr Jennifer Walters 

 



Forty Years a Local Preacher. 

In July 1982, I found myself having a big tussle 
with God. I was a mum of four young children 
who was shy, withdrawn, lacking in confidence 
etc. when I felt God was calling me to be 
Methodist Local Preacher – but let me go back 
to May 1982, when it all started. 

I had gone to the London MAYC Celebration 
Weekend as an extra adult, with the Youth 
Group of Rayne Road Methodist Church and 
during that weekend I felt God speaking to me 
powerfully on a couple of occasions. 

The first one was during the concert on the 
Saturday evening: I think this was held in the 
Royal Albert Hall. Several churches and circuits 
performed items during the evening show and 
one particular item spoke to me: it was a drama 
about a Chinese Mandarin, his garden and a 
Bamboo Tree.  

The Chinese Mandarin had a lovely garden with beautiful flowers on one side of it, a stream 
ran through this garden but on them other side it was barren and desolate and the flowers 
didn’t grow. The Mandarin walked through his garden every day, tending the flowers and 
looking at the Bamboo Tree. One day he asked the Bamboo tree for his help: would the tree 
let him have its leaves? The tree said ‘yes’, so the Mandarin cut off the leaves. I don’t 
remember what he wanted the leaves for, but obviously they were useful for him. 

Next time the Mandarin was walking by the Bamboo tree, he asked for its branches – the 
tree thought for a bit then said ‘yes’, and so the Mandarin cut down the branches. 

Then when the Mandarin went by next time, he asked the tree for its trunk and its heart. 
This made the Bamboo sad because if he gave the Mandarin his trunk and his heart, he’d 
have nothing left. 

Eventually it agreed and the Mandarin cut the Bamboo right down and then he cut out the 
centre, cutting out all the little bits that filled the trunk and he made it into a tube or a 
channel. The Mandarin then took this new tube or channel and put it in the stream to 
redirect some of the water flow into the barren, desolate part of the garden. 

As the water flowed, new plants and flowers began to grow until that side of the garden 
was as beautiful as the other side. 

As I said, this spoke powerfully to me and I felt that God was wanting to use me like the 
Mandarin used the Bamboo Tree. 



Between May and July, nothing much happened until the Youth Group were to take the 
evening service on July 9th 1982 and they wanted me to do the talk based on my 
experiences at the MAYC Weekend with them, and so I gave the talk, relaying the story of 
the Mandarin and the Bamboo Tree as part of it.  

I was very nervous as I climbed into the pulpit ready to read what I had written, when I felt 
this warmth and heat radiating from the cross on the wall behind me, this warmth and heat 
enveloped me and it felt right to be there in the pulpit giving the message. But this was when 
the tussle with God began: as I left the church that night, two people came up to me and 
said that I should be a Local Preacher. ‘Oh no,’ I said, ‘I couldn’t do that!’ 

Then the following week, some leaflets on ‘Becoming a Local Preacher’ appeared on the 
table in the Vestibule and someone said that I should take one. ‘No thank you,’ I said, ‘I 
couldn’t do that.’ 

Now, I used to do the cleaning at the church at that time and those leaflets were still there 
when I went to clean so I eventually looked at one. I still didn’t think I could do it and my 
arguments with God ran something like this: ‘How can I talk to a church full of people when 
I can’t even talk to one person?’ and ‘I’m not educated enough, I only have one ‘O’ Level in 
English Language as I failed everything else,’ and ‘I haven’t got time,’ and ‘I won’t know what 
to say,’ and ‘I don’t know enough about the Bible,’ and ‘my husband will never agree.’ 

But as the thoughts and the nudging wouldn’t go away, I eventually asked to speak with 
Chris Morley, who was our Minister at the time. Well to cut a long story short, Chris 
encouraged me and I was put forward to the Circuit for a Note to Preach. I was appointed 
Brian Llewellyn as my mentor and I began to explore my call to preach. 

I began by just reading the lesson. Then I led the prayers. Next, I think I led the service while 
Brian preached, then I preached while Brian led the service, until finally I took the whole 
service. I was assessed and passed on to being On Trial when my training began. 

I did the Continuous Assessment Course and I trained under Leonard Windsor along with 
Mike Shelbourn and Dave Drewett. I remember we had many lovely discussions as we 
grappled with the course and with the scriptures.  

And so now we come to 40 Years later and I was presented with a certificate for 40 Years 
Service as a Methodist Local Preacher, on Sunday 31st August 2025. 

It has been an enormous privilege to serve God in this way and in all the other ways He has 
used me over the years. He is truly an amazing God who changes people and their lives as 
soon as they say ‘Yes’ to His calling and I can certainly testify to that. 

I have to say that the nerves are still there – but I know God is with me.  

I still grapple with what to say – but the Spirit always gives me the message. 

I still feel that I can’t do it – but I know that ‘I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.’ Phillipians 4:13 

God bless you all, 

Sally Chapman    



Worship Leaders 
and Preachers 

Away Day: 

Gathered Together:  

Refreshing 
Ourselves and our 

Worship. 
 

On Saturday 25th October a group of Worship Leaders and Preachers came 
together at the beautiful venue of Mulberry House for a time of refreshing and 
sharing. 

We looked at what groups make up “The whole people of God” with a particular 
focus on ways to make worship accessible. We identified that true 
intergenerational worship was about the engagement of all ages present. Every 
generation has gifts to offer. Inclusion is participation, not just presence and 
Creativity open doors for deeper engagement. We wondered what the barriers are 
to inclusive, intergenerational worship and realized there are many issues – feeling 
comfortable/safe with what we already do; only one generation in the 
congregation; technology and people to operate it; longer preparation time; more 
collaboration means more planning time; do we really know what churches want? 

We looked at practical approaches and resources for planning a segment of a 
worship service, practicing working in a group to plan worship. 

After lunch we began with a time of relaxation and a meditation on Hebrews 
10:19-25. 

This was followed by some time reflecting on the realities of the churches we 
attend – who attends, what traditions exist. 

Finally, we worked in pairs to prepare an outline for a service for a specific church 
featuring “The Lost Sheep” as a theme. 

Of course, we began and ended with worship together. Singing “Let us build a 
house where love can dwell” and “The Lord will bless someone today”, we were 
blessed by children and thanked God for the gifts of the day. 

Many thanks to all who gave up a Saturday to share time, talents, ideas and 
wisdom together. Special thanks to Rev Jennifer for her contributions to the day 
and Rev Asif for restarting the idea of regular retreats/time together. Let’s hope 
we can do it again! 

Val Carter 





Hatfield Peverel October 25 
 The anticipation is building for our 150th Church Anniversary, and the question 
has been asked (quite rightly): “What were you doing when you celebrated 200 
hundred years of Methodism in Hatfield Peverel in 2018?” 

 Well, we were celebrating the fact that a group of people got themselves 
together as a Methodist class, and formally assembled to pray and worship. Only 56 
years later, they been given some land in Hatfield Peverel  Main Street, put in 
footings for a big chapel and laid their foundation stone.    In 1875 the building was 
active as a place of worship, and so here we are in 2025, now returned to carrying 
out acts of worship in a community building. 

 It’s interesting to speculate what the reaction was from the local community 
when this very large raw red brick towered building started to dominate the skyline of 
the western end of the village. One of the suggestions for a Millennium project for 
our church, was to floodlight the tower; or have an illuminated cross erected to give 
comfort to all those stuck in the A 12 traffic queue wanting to get to Witham or 
Colchester. Sadly, there was no funding available, which mirrors the position recently 
taken up by the National Highways, now having spent all the budget down at 
Boreham interchange, there is no funding available for any improvement further up 
the road. 

 Returning to the whole brick theme, I often wondered if the railway network 
was used to bring in building materials for the building of the church: however, there 
was in 1874 and 1879 a brick and tile works close by at Hatfield Wick, and another 
behind the cottages at the other end of the village. 

 Just imagine the joy of those Methodists 150 years ago who had worked and 
prayed for the church door to open for 56 years (Matthew C7 v8) and then it finally 
happened. 

JRC 8.10.25 

Picture of a soft red brick made in Hatfield Peverel in the same era as the church construction. 

Hugh Marriage Hatfield Peverel trade directory 1899-1922  







Click here 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfxiuizlyaV5C-hvLjDt3zjBe6Ew05gOhW7_1ETDvRI3Asb-A/viewform


THE CHURCH IN GREAT NOTLEY 
AND 

LONGMEAD COURT NURSING HOME 
 

In 2023, after restrictions from the pandemic allowed, we were able to re-establish 
our links with Longmead Court Nursing Home.  Being in London Road they form 
part of our community and we were delighted to be involved again.  We’ve seen 
several Activity Co-ordinators come and go and have developed our programme 
over the last couple of years.  Currently Tash organises the residents to attend either 
in the conservatory or the dining room, depending on the weather.  We are really 
pleased to welcome staff members as well, when they are able to attend. 
 

 
 
At the request of some residents we currently offer a short service of Holy 
Communion and it surprising how the residents respond, many having had a 
background in Sunday School when they were children.  They certainly enjoy the 
singing and using their musical instruments.  We tend to stick to a set 
selection of hymns which the residents enjoy and are able to join in.  
There some extremely good singers there especially those who were in 
choirs in their youth. 
 
 
 
We had been reliant on keyboards already at the home but recently were donated 
one in much better condition which has pleased our pianist Ann no end. The 
services are led by Rev’d Rachel who is supported by Ann, Wendy and June.  We 
are currently looking to enrol some additional support from the congregation at 
Great Notley.  It has been very encouraging to see the benefit the residents get from 
these services.  It prompts memories, gives them time to talk about things that 
might be bothering them, an opportunity for us to pray with them and sometimes 
dry their tears.  Their responses to the short talks are also sometimes quite 
surprising.    
 
June Frisbee 



Continued/……... 

NEWS FROM ST AUGUSTINE’S 





HAPPY SUNDAYS 

On Sunday 6th October we held our Harvest 
Festival and the church looked beautiful with 
floral decorations.  Donations of produce were 
passed to the Foodbank of Halstead and an 
inspiring service was led by Val Carter.  All who 
attended sat down to a dinner of roast meat and 
vegetables served by our ladies in the kitchen and 
the donated “puddings” were most desirable. We 
thank the ladies helping in the kitchen for all their 
hard work and assure them that their efforts were 
appreciated and a good time was had by all.  
Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

JOYFUL CHRISTENING 

On Sunday13th October we held a Christening at 
our church (a very long time since we held the 
last!)  It was a sunny day and our little church  
became pleasantly full.  The baby boy called 
'Great' is the new baby brother to Majesty 
and Precious with Mum Rita and Dad Ernest.  
Our new Minister Rev Jennifer led the service 
which was also our 

Communion Service.  Her children's address spoke of 
the importance of water to our world and how we 
should be mindful of how we use it.  The Eucharist was 
taken by all which was a wonderful moment to share 
with this young family and their friends. 

 

 

Chrissie Armitage 

Entertaining the children after the Harvest Lunch. 
They were having a lovely time with action songs. 

NEWS FROM HALSTEAD 



HALSTEAD—Young Christians today 
Recently at Halstead Methodist Church we held a service prepared and led by Ann 
our Sunday School Leader, and the young people of the Sunday School. The title of 
the service was “What does it mean to be a young Christian today”   

Archie started the service by explaining that young Christians in the UK today face a 
unique set of challenges and opportunities.  While facing pressure from secular 
culture, they can find strength in their faith.  They are encouraged to be examples of 
faith, love and morality and to be actively involved in their local church, school 
community and local community using Jesus’ teachings and guidance. 

Archie, Ronnie, Uche, Obinna, Somto and Koko all planned the service with Ann and 
they chose the hymns. These were:- 

He has the whole world in his hands. 

Shine, Jesus, Shine. 

Give us Joy in our hearts 

Oh Jesus I have promised to serve thee to the end. 

 

The hymns were sung “with gusto” in the Methodist tradition and all were 
accompanied by the drums and other instruments. 

One of the highlights of the service was Somto talking about his own personal 
experiences as a Young Christian today which was truly inspirational. 

This was a wonderfully happy service enjoyed by the whole congregation. 

Thank you so much to Ann and the young men for making this a joyous occasion.  We 
had drinks and lots of cakes in the schoolroom afterwards which was acceptable to 
everyone having all truly enjoyed this special day. Thank you. 

 

Heather Williams 

Junior church celebrations in July 2025 



It’s not too late to book sessions 3 and 4  
 

https://www.chelmsfordcircuit.co.uk/admin6/training/pastoral-training/ 

https://www.chelmsfordcircuit.co.uk/admin6/training/pastoral-training/


This Advent and Christmas season, the Methodist Church invites 
you to join ‘Gifted’ with resources to support your worship, 

welcome, and witness – including service outlines, small group 
materials, outreach ideas, posters, postcards, digital assets and 

more. 

Gifted is a message of good news to a weary world… 

Together, all districts, circuits, local churches and fellowships of the Methodist Church are 
invited to remind people of their inherent worth and beauty – not because of what they’ve done, 
or what they can give – but because of who they are. 

 

 

Gifted: 

• Is for everyone in our churches and beyond: both believers rejoicing at God’s gift of Jesus, 
and those who might find the season more wearying than wonderful. 

• reaches out to people longing for transformation but feeling stuck. For those searching for 
something more, something real – but unsure where to look. 

•  
Gifted is the Methodist Church's open invitation, speaking the good news to people that they 
matter. That they are Beloved. Created with infinite care. A gift to the world, just as they are. 

Resources 

• Church leaders’ Worship Services package, from Advent to Epiphany (pdf, online only) 

•     Blue Christmas liturgy 

•     Children’s activities 
•     Advent candle liturgies 

•  
• Small group guide for weekly engagement with Gifted’s themes (pdf, online only) 

• How to be a ‘newcomer friendly’ church this Christmas (Zoom session, date TBC) 
• Poster for announcing your Christmas services 

• Thank you 'gift' cards to let people in our communities know they are the gift, with space for 
Methodists to write their personal message thanking the recipient for being the gift they are 

• Postcards for you to advertise your own services 

• Digital assets package including social media templates and graphics for you to use on your 
own website and social media 

 
 
 
 

Available from early September from Methodist Publishing. 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/christmasresources/ 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/christmasresources/


 Click here to book 

WL&P Explore online (Modules 1 & 5) 

7-8th November, at 7pm, online  

Online 'Explore' sessions for those completing the 'Worship: Leading and Preaching' 
course: for Modules 1 and 5  

Neurodiversity awareness 

Thursday 13th November at 7pm, online  

An opportunity to raise awareness of neurodiversity within the church,  

led by Revd Jonny Bell.  

Click here to book 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wlp-explore-online-modules-1-and-5-registration-1399341009629?aff=oddtdtcreator&fbclid=IwY2xjawNjKJ5leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHvb6jSY1dtZ-xIvxxEgwka_9ZUP40vvpbS6YEFkNSVc3gmdiNqC35OhgvGUx_aem_vih-z7ML1-nHM9RmmFlxvg
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/neurodiversity-awareness-registration-1576251002179?aff=oddtdtcreator&fbclid=IwY2xjawNm8pZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHoZzwHuB6CTZ8AxxAshFc8X6oaNyS3NXLTUNV_ZOHKmCf6gMgXflMkPLu-le_aem_DlugCvDqMk3NjCvapzrMIg








THE CI RCUIT  N EWSL ETTER  

 
This is YOUR newsletter. 

 

By contributing to the circuit newsletter, you play a vital role 
in enriching the spiritual life of the entire circuit. Your articles 
can inspire others to take action, provide comfort in times of 

need, and encourage a deeper understanding of faith. 
Moreover, your contributions help to create a vibrant and 

dynamic newsletter that reflects the diversity and richness of 
our church communities. 

 

Email: karen.murrell@chelmsfordcircuit.org.uk 

 

Circuit Administrator:  Karen Murrell. 

Email: karen.murrell@chelmsfordcircuit.org.uk  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/chelmsfordcircuit 

http://www.chelmsfordcircuit.co.uk 
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