METHODIST CHURCH - RISK ASSESSMENT
2. Film & Coffee Club (Ages 13+)
Regular evening social club for young people: watching a film together with hot drinks and snacks.
This editable template can be copied, renamed and adapted freely - add, remove or amend rows to reflect your own building, activity and group.
Complete the details table below, then work through the risk assessment: edit rows for anything specific to your church or activity, score the risk rating (Low / Medium / High) for your context, and record any further action needed with an owner and date. This is a starting point, not a substitute for the Methodist Church's own safeguarding policy - always consult your Circuit or District Safeguarding Officer for anything unclear.
Event / church details
	Church name
	 

	Circuit
	 

	Form completed by (name)
	 

	Role / position
	 

	Date form completed
	 

	Date of next review
	 

	Event date(s)
	 

	Venue / location
	 

	Approx. number of children / young people attending
	 

	Number of leaders / volunteers (and ratio)
	 


Risk assessment
	Hazard / Risk
	Who may be affected
	Risk rating (L / M / H)
	Control measures & mitigations
	Action owner & review date

	Inappropriate or unsuitable film content
	Young people
	
	Films checked against BBFC age certification and church safeguarding guidance before selection. Leader previews any content where suitability is uncertain.
	

	Safe recruitment of leaders
	Young people
	
	All leaders safely recruited and DBS checked. A minimum of two leaders present at every session.
	

	Inadequate leader-to-young-person ratios
	Young people
	
	Minimum ratio maintained (e.g. 1:10, adjusted for group size and needs). Register taken at each session.
	

	Late finish, collection and travel home
	Young people
	
	Finish times communicated to parents/carers in advance. No young person left alone waiting for collection. Safe travel arrangements discussed with the group.
	

	Lone working
	Leaders, Young people
	
	No leader is ever alone with a single young person. Activities take place in a visible, open space with more than one adult present.
	

	Hot drinks - scalds and burns
	Young people, Leaders
	
	Kettle/hot water handled by adults only. Drinks served away from busy walkways and seating areas. Spill procedure in place.
	

	Mobile phone, social media and online safety
	Young people
	
	Group expectations on phone use agreed at the outset. No photography without consent. Online safety guidance signposted where relevant.
	

	Electrical/AV equipment (screen, projector, speakers)
	All
	
	PAT-tested equipment used. Cables secured and routed away from walkways. Equipment checked before each session.
	

	Fire / emergency evacuation
	All
	
	Evacuation procedure explained at the start of term/series. Exits kept clear. Muster point known to all leaders.
	

	Disclosure of a welfare or safeguarding concern
	Young people
	
	Designated Safeguarding Officer known to all leaders and young people. Concerns reported per Methodist Church safeguarding policy.
	

	Peer conflict or challenging behaviour
	Young people
	
	Clear group agreement/code of conduct in place. Leaders briefed in basic de-escalation. Parents informed of concerns as appropriate.
	

	Allergies and dietary requirements (snacks)
	Young people
	
	Dietary and allergy information collected in advance. Ingredients/allergens known to, or displayed by, leaders serving refreshments.
	

	First aid provision
	All
	
	A first aider identified for each session. First aid kit accessible. Incidents logged and reported to parents/carers where appropriate.
	


Additional notes / significant findings
	 

	 


Assessor signature: _______________________________        Date: ______________
Countersigned (Safeguarding Officer / Church Council rep): _______________________________
